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ESSENTIALS OF CONSERVATION BIOLOGY, 5e, Figure 9.1 ©2010 Sinauer Associates, Inc.
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Table 4. Known and estimated total number of species on Earth (WCMC, 1992).

Groups Known Estimated total %
number of number of known
species species species

Insects 950,000 8,000,000 11.9

Fungi 70,000 1,000,000 7.0

Arachnids 75,000 750,000 10.0

Nematodes 15,000 500,000 3.0

Viruses 5,000 500,000 1.0

Bacteria 4,000 400,000 1.0

Plants 250,000 300,000 83.3

Protozoans 40,000 200,000 10.0

Algae 40,000 200,000 10.0

Molluscs 70,000 200,000 35.0

Crustaceans 40,000 150,000 26.7

Vertebrates 45,000 50,000 90.0

World 1,700,000 12,500,000 13.6

Total
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w When applied to all five known eukaryote* kingdoms of life on Earth, the
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w 1) ~7.77 million species of animals (of which 953,434 have been
described and cataloged)

w 2) ~298,000 species of plants (of which 215,644 have been described an
cataloged)

w 3) ~611,000 species of fungngulds mushrooms) (of which 43,271 have
been described and

w cataloged)

w 4) ~36,400 species of protozoa (singldl organisms with animdike
behavior,eg. movement,

w of which 8,118 have been described and cataloged)

w 5) ~27,500 species ohromists(including,eg. brown algae, diatoms,
water moulds of which 13,033 have been described and cataloged)

w Total: 8.74 million eukaryote species on Earth.
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About the Convention ‘; > Convention

Introduction

The Convention on Biological Diversity

Text of the Convention

What's new
History 4 June 2013 :

Message of the CBD Executive Secretary, Braulio Ferreira de Souza Dias, on the occasion \(I:Vhat IStt-he s
Sustaining Life on Earth of World Environment Day, 5 June 2013 onvention

9 May 2013 Signed by 150 government
Strategic Plan Message from the CBD Executive Secretary, Mr. Braulio F. de Souza Dias, on the occasion leaders at the 1992 Rio Earth

of World Migratory Bird Day 11-12 May 2013: Raising Awareness for Migratory Birds : :

19 April 2013 Summit, the Convention on
UN Decade for Biodiversity n ; : - o

Press Release: New report highlights growing biodiversity awareness worldwide - UEBT Blolpglcal Biversity '_S
Intemationzl Day for Biological launches 2013 Biodiversity Barometer dedlcgted to promoting
Diversity 7 February 2013 sustalr_lable development.

Biodiversity at the centre of sustainable development: CBD Executive Secretary Braulio Conceived as a practical tool

Carraira da Qanza Niac hriafe 1IN Qacratan: Manaral caninr |IN afficiale

Smc bemmnlntina $ha aenainlas

http://www.cbd.int/
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Article 9. Ex-situ Conservation

Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible and as appropriate, and predominantly for the purpose of complementing
in-situ measures:

(a) Adopt measures for the ex-situ conservation of components of biological diversity, preferably in the country of origin of
such components;

(b) Establish and maintain facilities for ex-situ conservation of and research on plants, animals and micro- organisms,
preferably in the country of origin of genetic resources;

(c) Adopt measures for the recovery and rehabilitation of threatened species and for their reintroduction into their natural
habitats under appropriate conditions;

(d) Regulate and manage collection of biological resources from natural habitats for ex-situ conservation purposes so as
not to threaten ecosystems and in-situ populations of species, except where special temporary ex-situ measures are
required under subparagraph (c) above; and

(e) Cooperate in providing financial and other support for ex-situ conservation outlined in subparagraphs (a) to (d) above
and in the establishment and maintenance of ex- situ conservation facilities in developing countries.
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Bacterial Culture collections 139

Professor Frantisek Kral (1846-1911) of Prague was the first to realize the
importance of Culture Collections: he collected cultures which he made
available for a fee to other workers (Figures la,b). This Collection was luter
transferred to the University of Vienna in 1915 by Professor Ernst Pribram.
The next oldest Collection, Centraalbureau voor Schimmelcultures (CBS)
was founded in 1906 and still exists at Baarn. The Netherlands.
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